Classroom and Teaching Laboratory State Utilization Standards
(the following descriptions were provided by the Office of the President in April 1999)

Classrooms
The approved standard for classrooms, as established in 1970 in Assembly Concurrent Resolution 151, expects a room to be scheduled (on average) 75% of the 70 hours that fall between 8 a.m. and 10 p.m., Monday through Friday; i.e., 52.5 hours per week.  During these scheduled hours, it is expected that two-thirds (66.7%) of the stations will be occupied.  Combining the expectation of scheduling with the expectation of occupancy, one arrives at the standard of 35 weekly student contact hours per station (52.5 hours x 66.7%) occupancy for classrooms.

The classroom standard applies to all of a campus’ general assignable and departmentally-controlled classrooms and seminar rooms within general and professional instruction and research (I&R) programs.  Excluded are health sciences, University Extension, and other non-standard programs and rooms.

Teaching Laboratories

The Supplemental Report to the 1973 Budget Act defined teaching laboratory standards for lower division and upper division teaching laboratories.  The University does not distinguish among levels of instruction in its inventory of rooms, since teaching laboratories may serve each population in a given week, or even simultaneously, depending on class enrollment and scheduling.  The average of the two standards (23.4 hours for lower division, 17.6 hours for upper division) results in 20 hours per week expected utilization, based on a 45-hour week, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The teaching laboratory standard applies to campus general assignment (if any) and departmentally-controlled class laboratories for both general and professional instruction and research (I&R) programs.  Excluded are health sciences, University Extension, and other non-standard programs and rooms.  Also excluded are: special class laboratories (specially-equipped labs serving a small number of courses, which for reasons of safety or expense cannot be used for other courses); and open laboratories, in which unscheduled but required instruction takes place, such as language labs, music studios and self-instructional computer/media labs.
